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Even if Papen's Government had been much more
successful than it was, all his achievements would not have
weighed against his overwhelming fault in once again rating
his personal vanity higher than the destiny of the German
people.
Twice in 1932 Dr. Briining, who had been ruthlessly
thrown over by Papen, had the opportunity of allying
himself with Hitler and taking his revenge on Papen and
Schleicher. He refused to pander to Hitler ; but Papen
possessed no such self-restraint. When a few weeks l&ter
his chance came, he seized it with both hands. He had
tasted the sweets of power, and was not the man to resign
himself to oblivion as unselfishly as his far greater predecessor
had done.
And so once again, but this time decisively, Papen thrust
himself into world history. The world moved on unshaken
by his Government. But his fall was the signal for events
of critical importance.                                   ^
Hindenburg found Schleicher's new intrigues very little
to his liking. He preferred Papen to Schleicher as Chan-
cellor. On soth November 1932, when Papen after his
resignation paid a farewell visit to Hindenburg, the old
Field-Marshal presented Major von Papen with his portrait,
signed and inscribed with a line from the old soldiers' song :
* Ich hatf dnen Kamaraden . . J